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SUBJAKT: UNITED FRUIT WORKERS ON STRIKE 

1. TODAY’S PRESS REPORTED THAT MORE THAN 4,000 BANANA 
WORKERS AT UNITED FRUIT'S GOLFITO-BASED FARMS WENT ON 
STRIKE THIS MORNING. THE STRIKE HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN DECLARED 
LEGAL BY THE LABOR COURT AND SUBSEQUENT ATTEMPTS TO MEDIATE 
THE DISPUTE BY THE MINIETSY OF LABOR HAD FAILED. ACCORDING 

TO THE PRESS. THE STRIKE IS LIMITED ONLY TO BANANA WORKERS 
AND DOES NOT INCLUDE AFFILIATED WORKERS IN HOSPITALS, THE 
RAILROAD, AND THE PORT. 

2. COMMENT: MINISTRY OF LABOR OFFICIALS TOLD THE 
EMBASSY TODAY, JUNE 10, THAT THEY ARE EXPECTING A LONG 
STRIKE, POSSIBLY LASTING AS LONG AS TWO OR THREE WEEKS. THE 
MAIN ISSUE IS NOW OVER WAGES WITH THE COMPANY OFFERING A 
24-PERCENT WAGE INCREASE AGAINST THE WORKERS DEMANDS FOR 
OVER 40 PERCENT. ALTHOUGH MINISTRY OFFICIALS ARE SOMEWHAT 
UNEASY OVER THE LONGER TERM POSSIBILITY OF VIOLENCE, THEY SEEM 
PRETTY RELAXED AT THE PRESENT TIME. MINISTER OF 

LABOR MORALES IS CONTINUING HIS EFFORTS TO MEDIATE THE 
DISPUTE AND HAS TODAY MET AGAIN WITH BOTH COMPANY 
REPRESENTATIVES AND UNION OFFICIALS. 
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